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Dear Stan and Ganz, 

| have recently read the latest AMAZING ADVEN- 
TURES (#11) in which you delineate a sudden change 
in the Beast of X-Men fame, Ta this |. say: no, no, no, a 
thousand times no! In the first place, you have destroyed 
the cohesiveness of a very unique group of superheroes, 
a mutant band feared and hated by “normal” people, 
by sending one of its integral personalities out into the 
hostile world unprotected. Although Hank McCoy has 


superior physical and mental talents, he cannot hope to} 


run forever {as he seems to be doing now). While he was 
a part of the X-Men, he was covered by the unobtrusive- 
ness of Professor Xavier's School for Gifted Children. 
Now, it ray be argued that a personality needs conflict 
in order ta grow and should not be sheltered all its 
existence. True enough, but McCoy could have Been a 
research biologist and an X-Man in the same manner 
that Murdock is a lawyer as well as Daredevil and that 
Stark is an industrialist as well as ron Man. There really 
was no good reason for him to quit the mutant ranks. 
In the second place, Marvel has too many humanoid 
grotesqueries leaping about the pages without adding 
another to the jist. You have sacrificed the cerebral side 
of the Beast’s personality in order to emphasize the 
physical by making him a talking werewolf; feave that 
sort of thing to your competitors and restore McCoy to 
his former form. Return himas well to his compeers;: it 
is as if they had fost a leg and cannot get about as 

quickly as before. 

That's all folks! Make Mine Marvel, Stan! 

RFO, QNS, Charles (7) 


First off, we apologize for not printing your name, 
Charles, but you signed your missive in a beautiful 
cursive style that nobody in the whole blinkin’ Bullpen 
could quite decipher. So —a word ta the wise, people: 
type or print your names for us, to keep our secretary 
out of eyeglasses. 

Anyhoo—the way we see it, Professor X's school 
was just that—a school, to prepare his young charges 
for adulthood. The prof's been saying so since 1964, 
and who are we to argue? So when an %-Man js ready, 
he leaves, tike any student. Of course, it was never 
Hank's intention ta stop being an X-Man, just because 
he moved te Lang Island, but the best-laid plans. ... 

By the way, lad — the basic concept of the new Beast 
was thunk up by Rascally Roy Thomas, who chronicled 
some of the best of all X-Men epics in the past, so it's 
not like we've forgotten just who Hank is and was. 
Setting up a new character who was an old character 
takes time, though, and if we haven't covered ‘ail the 
bases yet, we will. For example, the other X-Men are 
not likely to jet the Beast's blustery attitude last ish go 
unchallenged for long, and one of these days. ... 


Dear Stan, Gerry, Tam, and Syd, 

Linda Donaldson is the greatest character to come 
down the Marvel pike in years! imagine—the typical 
hero's gir} friend who is actually his worst enemy. | Jove 
it! Don't polish her off at all soon, or the hoary hosts of 
Hopeoth will descend upon you. 

As for Hank— he's great, too, But he does seem too 
much like the Huik. Those bullets not affecting him 


made me really angry! 
Jake Warner, 2487 Bristol Pike 
Kansas City, MO 


We have no plans to rid ourselves of the mysterious 
Miss Donaldson, frantic one. We find her just as fas- 
cinating as you -- and Hank—dbo, and we have big plans 
for her in issues to come, though we had to slight her a 
little in this installment. 

As for the Beast seeming like the tulk— well, the 
word there is “seem."" Nobody ever said Hank's evolu- 
tionary changes were permanent, now did they? 


Dear Stan, Gerry, and Tom, 

The Beast's resurrection was timely. For manthis now, 
we've been wondering what happened to the X-Men, The 
lcernan was rumored to be getting his own strip. He also 
appeared with Spidey. The Ange! briefty had his own 
strip, possibly e chopped-up version of a story that was 
to have appeared in X-MEN during their solo period after 
Professor X “died,” tet it too soon disappeared. Pro- 
fessor X, himself, appeared in an AVENGERS plotted by 
Harlan Ellison; Havok and Lorna appeared in this 
month's HULK; but the Beast, perhaps the weirdest 
X-Man of thern all, was nowhere to be seen. Now he has 
his own series with wonderful artwork by Tom Sutton. 
Tom never draws anything bad. However, he seems to 
be inked only by tnkers who don’t ink him well. Syd 
Shores is one of them. Piease try another inker on him, 
And by all means keep Sutton illustrating the strip. This 
new Beast seems a lot like Werewolf by Night and the 
Thing and the Hulk. Gerry Conway gave us @ good first 
tale. Be sure and make WEREWOLF BY NIGHT different. 
Let's not give these two fine creations the same prob- 
lems. Develop some more secondary characters. Per- 
haps the Werewolf and the Beast can meet. Good luck 
on the new Beast, 

David McDonnell, 1207 Colny Court, #327 
Lebanon, PA 17042 


You're right on our wavelength, Dave, as witness the 
several secondary characters introduced in this issue, 
to add to the previously presented Linda Donaldson. 
However, we don't plan on a meeting between the 
monstrous Mr, McCoy and the night-stalking Werewolf 
—we feel they are two separate characters, and are 
hest served by staying separate. Gerry, the Werewolf 
scripter, was only slated to kick off the new adventures 
of Hank McCoy, and then turn the strip over to Steve. 
If traces of the Werewolf were present in that initial tale, 
it was only because full explanations of Hank's person: 
ality and problems were crowded out by space limita: 
tions. What say you after three issues, lad? 


Dear Bulipen, 

Potential, A word that is used to describe a quality 
found tn everything from rookie ballplayers to fan artists. 
Yet it was present in AMAZING ADVENTURES “11. A 
potential to be something different. A battle between 
intellect and bestiality, reason and instinct, all inside of 
one man, Hank McCoy. Perhaps a symbolic vision of the 
battles inside each of us each day of our lives. | repeat 
— potential. 

Develop it. 

PMM Gill Fox, 511 Arthur Ave 
Scottdale, PA 15683 


You've put your finger on it, Bil. Despite the fact that 
we felt a main hero could not spesk as cornvolutedly as 
th old Beast (@ supporting Ghar acter) could, Hank is 
still as intelligent as ever, And the battle between Hank's 
intellect and the unknown bestial transformations 
wrought by the formula is one he must fight every 
minute, to avoid losing his humanity to the animal 
inside him. Whether he'll win is a question for the future. 


KNOW YE THESE, THE HALLOWED RANKS OF MARVELDOM: 


(Real Frantic One)—A Guyer of at least 3 Marvel 
mags & Menth. 

(Titanic True Believer) — A divinely-inspired 
‘No-Prizgée winrar, 

(Quite "Muff Sayer) — A fortunsie frantic one 
who's kad a letter printed 


R.F.O. 


T.T.B. 
Q.N.S. 


(Keeper Of the Fiame) — Ore who recruits 2 
newcomer to Marvel's rollickin’ ranks, 
i(Permenént Marvelite Maximus) —Anyone pow | 
sessing all four of the other titles, 

(Feartess Front-Facer}) — An fionorary lithe be 
stowed for devotion to Marvel above and bayend | 
the call of duty, 


K.O.F. 
P.M.M. 
FFF. 


